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which have followed antirabies inoculation, emphasizing the fact
that care must be taken in cleaning and disinfecting the skin of dogs
prior to biological therapy. Str. canis has been isolated from the
umbilicus, intestines, heart, lungs, kidneys, vagina, blood, peritoneal
cavity, and femorotibial articulation of pups; hence, it is considered
to be of considerable significance to very young dogs. It is con-
sidered to be the cause of "acid milk" in puppies and is thought to
be the chief etiological agent in canine tonsillitis.
The female may be a carrier of the organism; consequently, it
is doubtful that immunity follows an active infection. Stafseth,
Thompson, and Neu treated two cases of articular and muscular
rheumatism successfully with an autogenous vaccine.
Since other species of streptococci, not as yet sufficiently studied
to warrant description here, are found in the dog, accurate diagnosis
of the presence of Str. canis can be obtained only by the isolation
and identification of the organism.
Miscellaneous Streptococci
In 1922, Bayne-Jones described a hemolytic streptococcus
which causes a respiratory infection and septicemia of cats, to
which the name Streptococcus feline was given. The organism
was culturally and biochemically identical with Str. pyogenes but
serologically distinct. It is possible that this organism belongs to
the "animal pyogenes" group.
The presence of beta hemolytic streptococci in the lymph nodes
of the cervical region of swine was reported by Newsom in Colo-
rado in 1937 and by Stafseth and Clinton in Michigan in 1941. The
organisms described by these investigators did not appear to be
identical. Stafseth and Clinton reported that their streptococcus
belonged in Lancefield's Group E, which was the first time such a
source of this organism had been reported. In his study of strepto-
cocci isolated from swine, Collier found 13 out of 67 strains studied
were classified as Group L and 5 strains were Group E.
The presence of alpha hemolytic varieties of streptococci in
animal disease is not well established. This type is found in
animals with mastitis and in some cases of wound infection. Thorp
has found viridans type of streptococci associated with pneumonia
in the pig. It is probable that these organisms may be of some
importance in chronic infections in animals, as well as in man.
Organisms of this type are found in the mouth and intestinal tract
of both man and animals. Str. equinus appears to be a rather well-
defined species of the viridans type which is found as a saprophyte
in the intestine of the horse.
An unusual motile streptococcus has been reported by Bruner,
Edwards, Doll, and Moran. This organism was isolated from an